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FEEDING DYSFUNCTION PROGRAM

What is feeding dysfunction?

Feeding dysfunction is an infant or child’s inability to eat appropriately or safely due to motor, sensory or behavior issues as related to eating. Everyone thinks they should be able to feed a child correctly; however, some medical conditions make this more difficult.  Feeding difficulties can occur at any age and result in a child’s inability to grow and develop age appropriate skills.
What is the Feeding Dysfunction Program?
Our Feeding Dysfunction Program offers inpatient and outpatient care provided by speech pathologists trained in the area of childhood feeding disorders.  Treatment may include a special x-ray to determine if a physical problem might exist in swallowing, an evaluation of how the infant/child currently eats and the parent-child interactions during feeding, oral-motor stimulation, feeding interventions and home programming for parent education.

How does the program work?
Your doctor needs to make a referral for either a “Cookie Swallow” or feeding evaluation.  A written prescription can be faxed to the office at (309)655-6472.  You will be contacted for an appointment with one of the speech pathologist.  An evaluation will be conducted with the results explained to you and forwarded to your physician.  A personal treatment plan will be developed based on your child’s needs.  A speech pathologist will work with you and your child to establish a therapeutic feeding program if indicated.
